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Announced for San Diego Aug. 9 - 14 
 

The 40th IAJGS (International Association of Jewish Genealogical Societies) International 
Conference on Jewish Genealogy will take place in San Diego, CA, Aug. 9 -14, 2020, at the 
Sheraton San Diego Hotel and Marina. 
 
More than 900 participants are expected from across the US and around the world.  
The conference will feature over 110 speakers presenting approximately 250 presentations 

on just about every aspect of Jewish genealogy.  Given the location, this conference will place 

special emphasis on the Latino Jewish experience, Jews in the Military, Crypto-Jews and the 

Inquisition, as well as the other intriguing topics ranging from DNA testing and projects to the 

“How To” sessions that attendees have come to love. 

This special 40th anniversary conference will feature Prof. Glenn Dynner of Sarah Lawrence 

College as scholar-in-residence. Dynner is a distinguished scholar of Haskalah  (The 

Enlightenment) and Hasidism. His research centers on little-known, non-government issued 

documents which provide surprising insights into the everyday lives of Eastern European 

Jews, explains their occupational choices, social and political movements, and migratory 

patterns, even between towns.  His best known books are Men of Silk and Yankel's Tavern.  

He is currently a Guggenheim Fellow studying Hasidism in the Interwar Period.  

Arthur Kurzweil, who is the founding father of our movement in many ways, will be the 

banquet keynote speaker. Arthur served as co-chair of the first “seminar” on Jewish 

genealogy and authored the inspirational classic, From Generation to Generation, regarded 

by many as “The Bible” of Jewish genealogy.  

The speaker roster includes some of the biggest names in genealogy, including Kitty Munson 

Cooper and Janine Cloud (FamilyTreeDNA.com); Crista Cowan (Ancestry.com); W. Todd 

Knowles (Family Search); Daniel Horowitz (My Heritage); Schelly Talalay Dardashti (My 

Heritage & Tracing the Tribe) and Randy Schoenberg (Geni.com & Jewish Genealogy Portal). 

Programs, geared from first-timers to conference veterans, include lectures, lunches, 
computer labs, a small film festival, two game nights and networking through Special Interest 
Groups (SIGs) and Birds of a Feather (BOFs).  An Exhibitor Hall and Resource Room will 
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include genealogy experts, mentors and archivists for a one-stop research experience at the 
conference site. 
  

Details of the conference, including registration and hotel reservations, are 

posted on the conference website:  
 
Conference Chair is Robinn Magid, a retired management consultant from Berkeley, 
California, who has over 25 years of experience in Jewish genealogy research.  She was also 
the chair of the 2018 conference in Warsaw, Poland.  Robinn is a frequent speaker at the 
IAJGS conferences and various American Jewish Genealogical Societies. 
 
The Conference is hosted by IAJGS, an umbrella organization of more than 85 Jewish 
genealogical organizations worldwide.  The IAJGS coordinates and organizes activities such as 
its annual International Conference on Jewish Genealogy and provides a unified voice as the 
spokesperson on behalf of its members. Ken Bravo of South Euclid, Ohio, is IAJGS president. 
 
The IAJGS’s vision is of a worldwide network of Jewish genealogical research organizations 
and partners working together as one coherent, effective and respected community, enabling 
people to succeed in researching Jewish ancestry and heritage. Find the IAJGS at: 
www.iajgs.org and like us on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/iajgsjewishgenealogy.  
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